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APPENDIX 14A 

DESIGN ACCEPTANCE CRITERIA/ITAAC CLOSURE PROCESS 

Design Acceptance Criteria (DAC) are a set of prescribed limits, parameters, procedures, and 
attributes upon which the NRC relies, in a limited number of technical areas, in making a final 
safety determination to support a design certification. DAC is to be objective (measurable, 
testable, or subject to analysis using pre-approved methods), and must be verified as a part of the 
ITAAC performed to demonstrate that the as-built facility conforms to the certified design 
(SECY 92-053). 

There are three process options for DAC/ITAAC resolution: 

• Resolve through amendment to design certification 
• Resolve as part of COL review 
• Resolve after COL is issued 

In the first two options, the applicant will submit the design information and the NRC will 
document its review in a safety evaluation. In the third option, the COL holder notifies the NRC 
of availability of design information and the staff will document its review in an inspection report. 

Should the third option be implemented for the first standard AP1000 plant, subsequent COL 
applicants may reference the first standard plant closure documentation and close the 
DAC/ITAAC under the concept of “one issue, one review, one position,” identified in NRC 
guidance. 

Additionally, Westinghouse may submit licensing topical reports for NRC review of the material 
supporting the DAC/ITAAC closure and request that the NRC issue a safety evaluation in 
conjunction with a closure letter or inspection report concluding that the acceptance criteria of the 
DAC/ITAAC have been met. Subsequent COL applicants may reference these reports and NRC 
closure documents in an effort to close the DAC/ITAAC. 

For technical areas where DAC/ITAAC applies in the design certification rule, COL applicants 
will provide an ITAAC and associated closure schedule indicating the approach to be applied. For 
subsequent COL applicants following the first standard AP1000 plant, the indication could be to 
reference the existing DAC/ITAAC closure documentation for the first standard plant.  

NRC guidance for DAC/ITAAC is provided in Regulatory Guide 1.206, Section C.III.5. Further 
information on the staff’s position of DAC/ITAAC being used as part of the 10 CFR Part 52 
review process is provided in SECY-92-053. 
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